Wittersham Church of England Primary School
‘ona voyage of discovery: flourishing together in God’s love’
Welcome to the
Wittersham Weekly!
Friday 14th February 2025

As we approach the end of Term 3, we have taken time this week to reflect on the theme of
love and compassion in our Valentine’s Day Worship. The story of St. Valentine reminds us of
the importance of kindness, selflessness, and standing up for what we believe in. Itis a
wonderful opportunity to think about how we can show love to those around us—not just
through words, but through our actions. Whether it's offering a helping hand, showing
patience, or simply taking time to listen, small acts of compassion make a big difference.

This week, we have been exploring the importance of online safety through our Safer Internet
Days, with a particular focus on understanding scams and digital responsibility. Learning
how to stay safe online is a vital skill, and we encourage families to continue these
conversations at home. Alongside this, our work on British Values has helped children reflect
on respect, democracy, and how we all play a part in our school and wider community.

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our Valentine’s themed cake sale on
Thursday, and to the WSA for organising the sale. Whether you donated, baked, or purchased,
your generosity made the event a great success! Funds raised will go towards supporting
enrichment opportunities for our children. Please see the final amount from the WSA below.

We also appreciate all the World Book Day costume donations. Your support ensures that all
children have the chance to take part in this special celebration of reading. If you still have
any costumes to donate, we will be collecting again after half term.

As we close another busy and productive term, we want to thank you all for your ongoing
support. We wish everyone a restful and enjoyable half-term break, and we look forward to
welcoming the children back for an exciting Term 4.

Wishing you all a wonderful break, filled with love, kindness, and joy!

Compassion Cooperation




Outdoor Play & Field Use After Half Term

We are hoping for a dry half term, which will allow us to reopen the field for the children to use
again after the break. Please know that we never close the field without careful thought, and
any decisions made are always in the best interest of the children's safety.

To help ensure all children can enjoy outdoor play, please make sure they have wellingtons
(wellies) in school after half term, as well as a spare set of school clothes in their bag in case a
change is needed. Children are also welcome to bring in puddle suits to wear outside, though
there is no expectation for families to provide these.

In the meantime, we are so proud of our children for playing so well with others on the
playground and joining in with fantastic games like parachute, hide and seek, tag, and pizza
tennis! It has been wonderful to see them having fun, working together, and demonstrating
great teamwork and kindness.

Thank you for your support in keeping our children comfortable and ready for all-weather
play. We look forward to a fun and active Term 4!

Term 3 Week 6 Wittersham School Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for the love and kindness we share
at Wittersham Church of England Primary
School. Help us to show love in all that we
do—through our words, our actions, and the
way we treat one another.

Teach us to be patient and understanding, to
forgive when things go wrong, and to always
look for the good in others. May our school be
a place where everyone feels safe, valued,
and cared for.

As we take a break from school, keep us and
our families safe. Fill our hearts with joy, and
bring us back refreshed and ready for new
learning and new friendships.

Friday, 14th February -LastDay
of Term 3

Monday, 17th - Friday, 21st
February - Half Term

Monday 24th February - First Day
of Term 4

Tuesday 4th March - WSA Stay
and Play

Friday, 7th March - Wittersham
Book Da

Wednesday, 12th March - Parents’
Evening

Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day
Friday, 28th March - Rocksteady
Concert

Thursday, 3rd April -Last Day of

Am Term 4
en Friday, 4th April - INSET Day
Compassion Cooperation




Attendance

Here are the latest attendance figures for the school:

Windmills Oast Smugglers Vikings Oxney Rother
95.7% 95.7% 95.1% 92.8% 95.2% 93%
Whole school:

Whole School Target: 96%

At Wittersham Church of England Primary School, we are committed to supporting every
child’s learning and development. Regular attendance and punctuality play a vital role in
ensuring children can make the most of their time in school and achieve their full potential.

We understand that sometimes challenges can make it difficult to get to school on time or
attend consistently. If you're experiencing any difficulties, please don't hesitate to reach out.
Our School FLO, Mrs. Sterriker-Rhodes, is here to offer support and guidance to help overcome
any barriers you may face.

Together, we can work to ensure every child has the best possible chance to thrive.

—

TUESDAY 11TH FEBRUARY, 7-8PM eduthing.co.uk

SCREEN SAFE

In conversation with...

eduthing

We are excited to be celebrating the upcoming Safer Internet Day by hosting a virtual
parent & carer support session with Anna Sarjantson, Liam Buggs, Tim Barette and
James Fraser. Join us in conversation as we explore the best ways to support our
children and young people navigating the online world covering topics such as:

¥ Top Tips for Parents & Carers
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SESSION REGISTRATION

Click here to register for the upcoming session
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upset, worried or confused. This could be if you or someone you -
know is being bullied online. There are lots of people who will be able to help you like —
your teachers, parents, carers or contact Childline - 0800 11 11 or www.childline.org.uk
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WSA UPDATE

Dear Parents and Carers

A big thank you from me to all of you who have supported the cake sale yesterday. There
was a fantastic spread of goodies on sale and together we raised the amazing amount of
£394.50! Thank you also to all the WSA team and helpers who helped make the event a
success.

As this year the children will be able to dress up as their favourite character from a book
to celebrate world book day the WSA are collecting donations for a Costume Bank. There
will be opportunities to donate costumes that have been outgrown today and after half
term.

The WSA are planning a few events after half term; there will be a Stay and Play event
after school on Tuesday 4th March, the Mother’s Day sale will be on Friday 21st March
and an Easter Egg Hunt on Wednesday 2nd April. More news on these after half term
and via the WSA Facebook page.

Please do become a member of the Facebook page to keep up to date with all the WSA
activities. There is a small change in how this operates and to join there will be a simple
question to answer. This is due to the number of requests that we have had recently that

do not appear to be from someone who has an association with the school. If we have

inadvertently declined your request to join please do ask again.

Finally we are pleased to announce that the AGM will be in the evening of Tuesday 25th
March. It is likely that we will be running the event online via Teams to try and enable
more of you to attend. If you wish to join the committee or to stand for a position of one
of the officers please come to the AGM. The AGM will also be where a discussion on
adopting a new constitution will be held. Information on this will be shared via dojo and
Facebook. Information on the timing of the AGM and how to attend will be share after
the half term break.

Thank you all for your ongoing support.
Have a great weekend.

Ann (Chair WSA)



A

.-
. I A=

Free school meals

Your child might be able to get
free school meals if you get any
of the following:

e Universal Credit - your househokd income must be less than £/7400
a year (@after tax and not including any benefits you gat)

e INCOMe SuUpport

e Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

¢ Income-related tmpioyment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e The guarameed element of Pension Credt

o Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entithed 10 Working Tax Credit
and have an annual gross iIncome of no more than £16,190)

o Working Tax Credit run-0n paid or 4 weeks alter you stop qualifying
for Working Tax Credia

Some schools in Kent manage their own Free Schools Meals
application process. For more information, go to:

kent.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

Kent

County
Council




Support and

guidance in
the local area
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World Book Day

Costume Freecycle

Ashford Library
Thursday 20 February 2pm-5pm

Find a pre-loved World Book Day character costume in
preparation for dressing up day on the 6 March
at our freecycle event.
Re-use, reduce and re-cycle nearly new costumes from our eco-
friendly library.
We hope to see you there- save money and swap!
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<BE CRAFTS

FEBRUARY
CREATIVE WORKSHOPS

WEDNESDAY 12TH FEB
5.30-7pm Valentine’s Couples Portrait Painting £35

SATURDAY 15TH FEB
10.30-11.15am Family Craft Club &5

MONDAY 17TH FEB
12-1.30pm Watercolour Bookmarks workshop £12

TUESDAY 18TH FEB
3-4pm Fairy Garden Workshop £15.95

WEDNESDAY 19TH FEB
1-3pm Art Club! £20

THURSDAY 20TH FEB
10.30-11.30 Half Term Craft Club £5

FRIDAY 21ST FEB
10.30-11.30am LEGO® Animal printing £8.50

SATURDAY 22ND FEB

11lam-12pm Rockets, Rovers & Robots
Space themed block printing £&8.50

1-3pm Make your own ceramic mug &35

KIPPY’S POTTERY TAKEOVER
SUNDAY 9TH MARCH (13min timeslots)

Hand & Footprints for Mother’s Day &5 + pottery cost

The Craftship »unit 1. Park:Mall, Ashford

For more information or to'book please visit
www.madeinashford/collections/workshops



BUZZERS ACADEMIES
February half-term 2025

Fencing * Circus Skills * Gymnastics * Sports * Archery * Boxing
Sand Art * Taekwondo * Dance * Science * First Aid « Cooking

Whera?

BALHAM - Tellerscol Primary School, Telferscol Roaa SWIZ0OHW
BECKENMAM - Clare House Primary School. Overbury Averue, Backenham, BR3 4PY
BEXLEYHEATH - Upland Primary School, Church Road, Bedeyheath, DAT 4DG

BROMLEY - St Mark’'s Primary School, Aylestury Road, Bromiey, BR
CHISLEHURST - St Nicholas Primary School, Sc ‘

CROYDON - Gresham Primary School, Limpsfield Rood

LEE - St Winifred's Primary School, Newsteod R
SEVENOAKS - Chevening Primary School, Chevening Road, Chipstead, Sevenoaks, TN13 28A
WEST WICKHAM - Oak Lodge Primary School. Chamberain Crescen!, West Wickham, BR4 0LJ

Who?

Boys and Grk cged 4 (Receplion class) 1o 12

Monday 17th fo Friday 2131 February
8.30am-5.30pm (Extended day) o 10am-4pm {Camp day)

Price?

£37 per day {Carrp day)
L7 moming exlended t s & £7 aft r lended hours
We occept CHILDCARE VOUCHERS

BOOK: www.buzzersacodemies.co.uk  ENQUIRE: comps@buzzers.org.uk

February half-term
Easter holiday
May half-term
Summer holiday
October half-term
Christmas

Qur Buzzers Camps are aimed at children o d 4 to 12 years and are tailored to suit all sporting
interests and abilities. All our Camps are bu> d around Sports und Multi-Activity Team Games.

Each day of our Camps are tailored to c-’-sure, inclusion and maximum participation in a fun and safe
environment. Our team will ensure that all children make new friends, are physically active and have
their say on the Camp day-to-day ac Yumc

Throughout the Camp week, there will also be various '‘Special Events' such as Archery, Science,
Pottery Painting, Fencing. Taekwondo, Cooking, Sand Art, Circus Skills, First Aid and Inflatables.

All Buzzers Camp staff hold enhanced DBS certificates and are trained in First Aid, Safeguarding

Children and Child P m'ul_'nun M“ senior (Lead) Buzzers staff come from a school based PE teaching
background, therefore each Camp day will have a learning outcome' focused around:

ABC's (Agility, Bak & Co-ordination) .
Communication Skills

Leadership
Team Building O

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram & TikTok - @ BuzzersAcademias

.
Download the Buzzers APP - search '‘Buzzers Academias’ on your App Store Reg|5fefed




We're a Mum and two
daughters team creating
educational, history based
fun Quiz Trails!

They liven up a healthy
family walk!

Quiz % X Trustpilot

Trail

Quiz Trail

WI N Reviews « Excellent

a hamper packed with goodies!

Tell us all about your favourite town, city or Enter our
village in Kent, Surrey or East Sussex! FREE
" one lucky winner will win a hamper - Jamaily

packed with goodies!

Second Prize: Two lucky winners €1 L%
will win 3 x Quiz Traits of €' L
their choice! : i

Enter on our website ‘
www.QuizTrail.co.uk

*Closing date 21st March 2025 at
11:59pm. Free to enter - no purchase

necessary.

o competition

DISCOUNT10
at our checkout

Quote Discount Code



Let the adventure begin with

We're a Mum and two daughters team
creating educational, history based fun
Quiz Trails!

LOW - COST!
gi% . Clues for adults PLUS clues
, ! . for juniors which are made
QU 1Z " for 5 to 11 year olds!

Trall

¥¢ Trustpilot

Quiz Trail

Reviews * Excellent

Crﬁg\ dl‘e s"

Qunz Trails are an Approved Actnnty’ for
The Children’s University

A fun low-cost, healthy activity that entertains all!

: M‘*‘.’ ":"" [S— [T
. . . . " e W 5 °
Quiz Trails are written for adults and packed with WU ot R 3
local history. As well as adult leisure reading, Quiz ‘ ens® B ® 4
Trails are a fabulous activity for adults and children o S @

to do together - with a set of fun clues for each.

You can take as long as you like to complete the trail,
making it the perfect activity for a relaxed trip out. www.QuizTrai Lco.uk

At just £5.99 a copy for a group to share, Quiz Trails
are the perfect way to spend time outdoors in the
fresh air with loved ones - great to do with Quote Discount Code

grandparents too! ALL trails are accessible. DISCOUNT10
at our checkout

10




RugbyWorks

Rugby & Multi Sport Holiday
camp - Rye

Rye Rugby Football
Club, New Road, Rye,
TN317LS

(¥} (V]

@ Friday 21st February

10am - 2pm
11-16 years old

.n Please bring a packed
B

| lunch - Snacks and
Drinks provided

Limited Spaces - Must register via QR
code




