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Wittersham Weekly – Term 2, Week 4  
As we head into December and the most exciting month of the year, I can hardly believe how 

quickly not only this calendar year has flown by, but also how much we have achieved 
together already this academic year. The next few weeks of Term 2 are wonderfully busy, so 

please do keep an eye on the diary dates below.

We begin our Christmas celebrations with the whole-school pantomime on Tuesday 2nd 
December, kindly funded by our brilliant WSA. This year’s performance is Dick Whittington 

and will be a fantastic way to begin the festive season.

This week, Mr Hawkins took a team of children to the KS1 Multi Skills event, where our 
pupils represented Wittersham beautifully. A number of our KS2 children also supported the 

younger teams by helping to lead activities. They demonstrated fantastic cooperation, 
confidence and impeccable behaviour, showcasing the Wittersham Way throughout.

We were also delighted to welcome Andrea, our SALT therapist, who spent the day working 
with staff across the school. She led focused sessions with our support staff to develop their 
SALT and Makaton skills further, helping us to ensure we are continuing to meet the needs of 

all learners effectively. 

Since the start of the academic year, Mrs Catt – who has taken on the role of SENCo – has 
introduced the use of Makaton across the school, and it has been wonderful to see both staff 
and children embracing this. Andrea’s visit helped to build on this work so we can continue 

to strengthen our communication-friendly practice.

Since the start of Term 2, we have also introduced a “sign of the week”, and the children 
have really enjoyed learning and using Makaton around the school. Here are the simple 

signs we have learned so far:
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We continue to work closely as a team with our Governing Board, as this partnership is vital 
in supporting the school’s ongoing development. Our governors play an important role in 
offering challenge, guidance and support, and we are always keen to welcome them into 
school so they can see the learning, culture and day-to-day life of Wittersham first-hand. 
This helps them make well-informed decisions that truly reflect the needs of our children 

and community.

This week, we were delighted to welcome Jane Burnett, one of our Governors, to the teaching 
staff meeting. She spent time listening to subject leaders as they shared their action plans 
and curriculum developments, and it was inspiring to hear our middle leaders speak with 

such confidence, passion and clarity about their subjects and their ongoing plans for 
improvement. Opportunities like this strengthen our partnership with the Governing Board 

and ensure they have a clear understanding of the excellent work happening across the 
school.

You will also have seen that the Parent Governor letter went out this week as we begin the 
process of appointing new parent governors to join our team. If you have any questions 

about the role or would like to know more, please do come and speak with me. I am really 
looking forward to seeing the nominations we receive and to welcoming new members who 

will play a valuable part in shaping the future of our school.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, and I look forward to seeing everyone on Monday as 
we welcome December.

Take care

Mrs Coulson 

The children have loved using these signs, and I am sure they will be excited to share them 
with you at home. Each new sign will continue to appear in the Wittersham Weekly as we 

strengthen our communication-friendly school ethos.
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Attendance and Punctuality

At Wittersham Church of England Primary School, regular attendance and punctuality are vital in 
helping children learn well and feel secure in their daily routines.

The school gate closes at 8:45am. Children arriving after this time must sign in at the office, and this 
will be recorded as a late arrival. Persistent lateness affects your child’s learning and also disrupts the 

start of the day for the whole class.

Over the coming weeks, we will be arranging meetings with families of pupils who are regularly late 
so that we can work together to improve punctuality. Please also look out for your attendance and 
punctuality letter, which will be sent to all families next week. This will be emailed to the address 

provided when your child joined the school.

We have recently seen our attendance drop below 94 percent for the first time this year, which is 
concerning. Every day in school makes a real difference.

If you are experiencing any difficulties, please get in touch. Our School Family Liaison Officer, Mrs 
Sterriker-Rhodes, is available to support families and help address any barriers.

By working together, we can ensure every child has the best possible start to each school day

Whole school:  93.6% - this is our second week below 94%
Whole School Target: 96%  

Whole-School Prayer 

As we leave November and move into December, 
we take a moment to pause and pray.

Dear God,
 Thank you for guiding us through another month of learning, friendship 
and growth. As we enter December, the final month of the calendar year, 

help us to carry forward kindness, patience and hope in all that we do.
 Bless our school community with peace and joy, and help us to look after 

one another during this busy season.
 May we approach each new day with courage, cooperation and 

compassion, living out our school values in all we say and do.
 Amen.

Windmills Smugglers Vikings Oxney Rother 

94% 95% 93% 92% 95%



Upcoming Dates for Your Diary

● Tuesday 2nd December  - Whole School Pantomime in school 
● Friday 5th December - WSA Christmas Craft Event 
● Tuesday 9th December  - EYFS and KS1 Nativity @13:30 (ticket 

info to follow)
● Wednesday 10th December -  EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

@9:30(ticket info to follow)
● Wednesday 10th December - EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

@4:30pm(ticket info to follow)
● Thursday 11th December  - Christmas Jumper Day 
● Thursday 11th December  - WSA Christmas Movie Event 
● Friday 12th December - Rock Steady Christmas Concert
● Tuesday 16th December - Whole School Christmas Lunch
● Tuesday 16th December  - KS2 (but all are welcome) 

Christingle Event at the Church @5pm 
● Friday 19th December  - Final day of Term 2 - Christmas 

Outfits welcomed! 
● Monday 5th January 2026 - INSET Day - School closed
● Tuesday 6th January 2026  - First Day of Term 3

📅 Please mark these dates in your calendars as we look forward to a busy 
and exciting term ahead!










