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Wittersham Weekly –  Term 5 Week 4
Another week has passed and somehow we have already reached the final full week of Term 5 — 

can you believe it?

I cannot begin this week’s newsletter without mentioning SATs week. It was a huge week for our 
Year 6 pupils, who completed a total of six papers across four days:

• English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1
• English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 2

• English Reading
• Mathematics Arithmetic

• Mathematics Reasoning Paper 1
• Mathematics Reasoning Paper 2

These statutory assessments are designed to assess children’s understanding and attainment at 
the end of Key Stage 2 before they transition to secondary school.

As I predicted, Year 6 absolutely smashed it and demonstrated the Wittersham Way in bucket 
loads. They made us all incredibly proud and were a true credit to the school community. Their 

maturity, resilience, focus and determination shone through all week long.

A huge thank you must also go to all the grown-ups at home who supported the children 
throughout the week, alongside the grown-ups in school who provided multiple breakfast 

sessions each morning to ensure the children started their days feeling calm, settled and ready. I 
also want to thank our incredible Year 6 team for their unwavering encouragement, motivation 

and care throughout the year and especially during SATs week itself.

A further thank you must also go to our Chair of Governors, John Collins, who attended 
throughout the assessment period to oversee the administration of the tests and ensure that all 

procedures were carried out correctly and in line with statutory guidance. His support and 
presence across the week were hugely appreciated.

As always at Wittersham, it truly was a whole-team effort. Staff flexed class schedules, shared 
adults and adapted support across the school to ensure everything ran smoothly. It genuinely 

makes me so proud to be Headteacher of such a committed, caring and hardworking team.

This week also saw our Year 5 pupils complete their Bikeability training. Bikeability teaches 
children the skills and confidence needed to cycle safely on the roads and within the community. 
Huge congratulations to all Year 5 pupils who successfully achieved both their Level 1 and Level 

2 awards this week — we are incredibly proud of you all. As we continue encouraging active 
travel to school, please remember that all children cycling or scootering to school should be 

wearing a helmet. Thank you for your support with this.
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We also welcomed our KCC kitchen audit this week. We have two of these audits each year 
alongside our formal Food Hygiene inspections, and once again the inspector was extremely 

impressed with the quality of food being prepared, the correct storage procedures and the 
healthy options available to children each day, including fresh fruit and salad choices.

We are now preparing and serving more meals than ever before, which is such a wonderful 
thing to celebrate and a real testament to our fantastic kitchen team. As chief dishwasher 

myself, I can certainly confirm that the plates I whizz through seem to increase every single 
week — a clear sign that school dinners are definitely a hit at Wittersham! 😊

Finally, Smugglers and Windmills classes shared details of their exciting upcoming trip this 
week, so please do ensure that all relevant consent forms are completed before half term.

With next week being only a four-day week and packed full of exciting learning and events, I 
am sure the half-term break will be upon us before we know it!

Wishing you all a wonderful Eurovision-filled weekend — always one of my favourite nights of 
the year! — and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday.

Take care,
Mrs Coulson 

Important – register to view school photos

We are pleased to share that Carmel Jane Photography will be visiting our school on 
Wednesday 21st May to take class group photographs .

To ensure you can view your child’s photographs as soon as they are ready, all 
parents and carers are asked to pre-register. Please note that pre-registration is 

required for every photo shoot.

Register in three simple steps (it takes less than a minute):
• Visit www.carmeljaneshop.co.uk

• Enter your unique code: JR4XBYMABT
• Add your child’s full name as it appears on the school register

Don’t miss out – please make sure you pre-register today.

http://www.carmeljaneshop.co.uk
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Attendance and Punctuality

At Wittersham Church of England Primary School, regular attendance and punctuality are vital in 
helping children learn well and feel secure in their daily routines.

Firstly, thank you to families. We have seen a really positive improvement in attendance and 
punctuality across classes this week, with whole school attendance now standing at 93.9% . National 

attendance currently stands at around 94.8% , so we are still slightly below where we would like to be, 
but the improvement we have seen this week is very encouraging. Thank you to everyone for your 

efforts.

A quick reminder that the school gate closes at 8:45am . Children arriving after this time must sign in at 
the office and this is recorded as a late arrival. Persistent lateness impacts your child’s learning and can 

disrupt the start of the day for the whole class.

Please also remember that all messages regarding absence, medical appointments, late arrival or 
early collection must be sent directly to the school office via the office email address . This ensures 

that registers can be updated promptly and collections coordinated safely.

Missing school quickly adds up. Just one day each week across the year equals around 39 days of 
learning lost – nearly eight weeks of school.

If you are experiencing any difficulties with attendance, please do get in touch. Our School Family 
Liaison Officer, Mrs Sterriker-Rhodes, is available to support families and help address any barriers. By 

continuing to work together, we can ensure every child has the best possible start to each school day.

 

Dear God,

As we come to the end of SATs week and our final full week of Term 5, we 
thank You for the courage, resilience and determination shown by our 

children and staff. Thank You for the kindness and support shared 
across our school community during such a busy time.

As we look ahead to the final days before half term, help us to continue 
showing compassion, cooperation and courage in all that we do. May we 
enjoy moments of rest, laughter and togetherness, and take pride in all 

we have achieved.

Amen.

Windmills Smugglers Vikings Oxney Rother 
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Upcoming Dates for Your Diary

● Thursday 21st May -  Rother Come Learn with Me @14:15 - 15:00
● Thursday 21st May – Last Day of Term 5
● Thursday 21st May  – Carmel Jane School Photos
● Friday 22nd May – Whole School INSET Day
● Monday 1st June  – Whole School INSET Day
● Tuesday 2nd June – First Day of Term 6
● Tuesday 2nd – Friday 5th June – Residential Visit
● Wednesday 10th June - Mobile Library Visit 
● Thursday 11th June - Rother Forest School Begins 
● Friday 12th June - WSA Non-Uniform Day 
● Wednesday 17th June - Vikings Experience Day @Tenterden Church 
● Thursday 18th June - Year 6 Meal with Parents (info to follow) 
● Friday 19th June - Kent County Cricket Trip (Years 5 and 6 only) 
● Friday 26th June - WSA Summer Festival 
● Monday 29th June - 3rd July - Year 6 Transition Week 
● Monday 6th - Thursday 9th July - Whole School Careers Week 
● Friday 10th July -  Whole School Sports Day and Parent Picnic 
● Tuesday 14th July - Whole School Summer Concert @2pm 
● Thursday 16th July - Year 6 Production @6pm 
● Friday 17th July - Rocksteady Concert 
● Thursday 23rd July - Last Day of Term 6 and the academic year 

📅 Please mark these dates in your calendars. 






















