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Wittersham Weekly –  Term 6 Week 6
Hello everyone! As I write this on Thursday evening, Friday's Sports Day is still to come, so 
you'll have to wait until next week's newsletter for a full round-up of what I'm sure will be 
another fantastic Wittersham event! As I type, I'm watching the World Cup quarter-final 

between France and Morocco (currently 2–0 to France) and, sandwiched between another 
incredible Wimbledon fortnight and tomorrow's Sports Day, it certainly feels like a summer of 

sport!

Events such as Sports Day are firmly embedded in the Wittersham calendar and remain one of 
the highlights of the year. I am incredibly proud that we continue to celebrate as a whole 

school, with every child taking part and every family able to come together to cheer them on. 
Many schools have understandably moved towards much smaller, class-based events, but for 
us there is something incredibly special about the whole school community coming together. It 

has been a feature of school life since I was a child and is one tradition I hope continues for 
many years to come. Thank you to all of you for making events like this so special and for 
embracing everything that makes Wittersham such a wonderful place to learn and grow.

The week began with another exciting first for our school as we welcomed a fantastic range of 
visitors for our inaugural Careers Fair. I shared more details with you earlier in the week, but I 

would once again like to extend my heartfelt thanks to every volunteer who generously gave 
up their time to inspire our children. The excitement around the school was infectious and it 

was wonderful to hear the children asking such thoughtful questions.

Careers education has never been more important. With young people beginning to make 
option choices as early as Year 8, it is essential that we continue to broaden our children's 

understanding of the world around them and introduce them to the huge variety of careers 
available. As technology continues to evolve, particularly with the rapid development of 

artificial intelligence, many of the jobs our children will one day do may not even exist yet. 
Giving them opportunities to meet people from different professions helps them to dream big, 

challenge stereotypes and understand the many different pathways available to them.

Reading was also a real focus across the school this week as we welcomed librarians from Kent 
Libraries to launch the KCC Summer Reading Challenge. Alongside this, our Key Stage 2 pupils 

also enjoyed their visit to the Mobile Library. Reading throughout the holidays is one of the 
very best ways to maintain progress and foster a lifelong love of books.

To add a little extra incentive, I'd like to set all of our children a Wittersham Summer Library 
Challenge! Any child who visits three different KCC libraries over the summer holidays and 

sends or shows me a photograph from each visit will receive 50 house points when they return 
in Term 1. I'd love to see where your summer reading adventures take you! 
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On Thursday morning, I had the pleasure of joining seven enthusiastic and incredibly 
knowledgeable members of Year 5 on a walk to the Wittersham Community Garden. What the 
volunteers have created there is nothing short of spectacular. I was completely blown away by 

the children's knowledge of plants, wildlife and sustainability – Mrs Channon has certainly 
taught them well! I quickly realised there is far more to gardening than I ever knew, and the 

children from Oxney certainly put me to shame with their expertise. We are very much looking 
forward to launching our new Eco Council in Term 1 and working closely with the Community 
Garden volunteers as we begin developing our own school community garden outside School 

House. Watch this space!

Next week marks our final full week of the academic year and there is certainly plenty to look 
forward to. We are excited to welcome you to our whole-school Summer Concert at St John the 
Baptist Church on Tuesday at 2.00 pm, followed by our Year 6 production on Thursday evening 

as we celebrate the end of their primary school journey.

Following the Summer Concert, children will return to school with their classes before being 
dismissed from the playground at the usual time. We kindly ask that families make their way 
back to school after the performance, where we will open the gates once all of the children are 

safely back on site and ready for collection.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. We look forward to welcoming everyone back on 
Monday for our final full week of the academic year. And finally… come on England! ⚽🏆 

Take care,

Mrs Coulson
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Attendance and Punctuality

At Wittersham Church of England Primary School, regular attendance and punctuality are vital in 
helping children learn well and feel secure in their daily routines.

Firstly, thank you to families. We have seen a really positive improvement in attendance and 
punctuality across classes this week, with whole school attendance now standing at 93.5% . National 

attendance currently stands at around 94.9% , so we are still slightly below where we would like to be, 
but the improvement we have seen this week is very encouraging. Thank you to everyone for your 

efforts.

A quick reminder that the school gate closes at 8:45am . Children arriving after this time must sign in at 
the office and this is recorded as a late arrival. Persistent lateness impacts your child’s learning and can 

disrupt the start of the day for the whole class.

Please also remember that all messages regarding absence, medical appointments, late arrival or 
early collection must be sent directly to the school office via the office email address . This ensures 

that registers can be updated promptly and collections coordinated safely.

Missing school quickly adds up. Just one day each week across the year equals around 39 days of 
learning lost – nearly eight weeks of school.

If you are experiencing any difficulties with attendance, please do get in touch. Our School Family 
Liaison Officer, Mrs Sterriker-Rhodes, is available to support families and help address any barriers. By 

continuing to work together, we can ensure every child has the best possible start to each school day.

 

Dear God,

Thank You for the exciting opportunities we have shared this week through 
Careers Week and Sports Day.

Thank You for the many talents and gifts You have given each one of us.
Help us to discover the things we enjoy and to use our abilities to help others.

Remind us that success is not just about winning, but about showing kindness, 
perseverance and courage.

Thank You for the people who inspire us through their work and service to 
others.

Help us to encourage one another and celebrate each person's unique 
strengths.

Guide us as we continue to learn, grow and dream about our futures.
May we always do our best and show Your love in all that we do.

Amen.

Windmills Smugglers Vikings Oxney Rother 
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Whole School 
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Upcoming Dates for Your Diary

● Tuesday 14th July - Whole School Summer Concert @2pm 

● Thursday 16th July - Year 6 Production @6pm 

● Friday 17th July - Rocksteady Concert 

● Monday 20th July - Internal Whole School Transition Afternoon 

● Tuesday 21st July - Whole School Reports Issued 

● Thursday 23rd July - Year 6 Leavers Service @9:30am 

● Thursday 23rd July - Last Day of Term 6 and the academic year 

● Wednesday 26th August - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Thursday 27th August - First day of Term 1 2026/2027

● Monday 31st August - Bank Holiday

● Wednesday 23rd September - Visions  and Values Evening @5pm  (new  
event!)

● Friday 16th October  - Last Day of Term 1 

● Monday 2nd November - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Tuesday 3rd November - Start of Term 2 

● Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 2

📅 Please mark these dates in your calendars. 







Back to School with Clarks 👞
As we approach the summer holidays, our friends at Clarks 

Ashford Outlet are getting ready to help families prepare for 
the new school year.

To avoid the busiest times and ensure children get the 
perfect fit, parents are encouraged to book their shoe fitting 

appointments early. Clarks also offer Quiet Time 
appointments for children who may find busier shopping 

environments overwhelming, helping to make the 
experience as calm and comfortable as possible.

Booking early can help take some of the stress out of Back to 
School preparations and ensure your child is ready to step 

into September with confidence!

Thank you to Ricky Bessent and the team at Clarks Ashford 
Outlet for supporting our school community.


















