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Wittersham Weekly –  Term 6 Week 8
Hello everyone! Can you believe that we are writing the final newsletter of this academic year? 

It only seems like yesterday that I was writing to you all, welcoming everyone back for the 
start of another exciting year, and now here we are at the very end. I simply cannot believe 

how quickly time has flown. I remember people always saying that time goes faster as you get 
older, and I never quite believed them. Now, I couldn't agree more!

Although it has only been a four-day week, it has certainly been one filled with celebration, 
reflection and, of course, a few tears. It has been a particularly special week for our wonderful 
Year 6 children who, by the time you read this newsletter, will have completed their final day 

at Wittersham and embarked upon an exciting new chapter in their lives.

We wish every one of them the very best as they begin their secondary school journey. They 
leave us with so many wonderful memories and with the values of The Wittersham Way firmly 
embedded within them. We have no doubt that they will continue to grow, flourish and achieve 

incredible things, showing courage, compassion and cooperation wherever life takes them. 
Good luck, Year 6 – we are so incredibly proud of you.

To the families who are also leaving us after many years as part of our school community, 
thank you. Thank you for your kindness, your support, your encouragement and the trust you 

have placed in us over the years. You have all played an important part in our Wittersham 
family, and although your children may now be moving on, you will always remain part of our 
community. Please don't be strangers—come back and visit us, share your successes and let us 

know how your children are getting on. We love hearing what our former pupils go on to 
achieve.

Alongside celebrating our Year 6 children, we have also enjoyed a fantastic final week 
together. Our Key Stage 2 Rounders Tournament was a huge success, with wonderful 

teamwork, sportsmanship and plenty of smiles throughout the afternoon. A huge thank you to 
Mr Hawkins and Miss Robinson for organising such an enjoyable event.

I was also fortunate enough to visit the fishing lake yesterday with some of our Year 6 
children. It was a wonderful opportunity to simply embrace the peace and tranquillity that 

this experience provides. The children were completely focused, patiently waiting and hoping 
for that next bite, and it was lovely to see them so calm, engaged and immersed in the moment. 

Mr Hawkins commented that it had been his best group yet, and I have to say I completely 
agreed! Perhaps, after such a busy and memorable final term, they were simply grateful for a 
little peace and quiet before embarking on their next adventure. It was a lovely reminder that 

some of the most valuable learning experiences take place beyond the classroom walls.
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A huge thank you to Mr Hawkins, whose passion and enthusiasm for fishing have provided so 
many of our children with a unique opportunity to learn new skills, develop patience and 

resilience, and enjoy the great outdoors. His commitment to sharing his hobby with our pupils 
has created memories and experiences that many of our children may never otherwise have 

had, and we are incredibly grateful for everything he does.

Although this week marked our final Fishing for Schools session of the academic year, this is 
certainly not the end of the programme. Please keep an eye out for further information in 

September, as any children who registered but have not yet had the opportunity to take part 
will be invited to future sessions as they become available.

Speaking of memorable experiences, yesterday evening also saw another Wittersham first! 
Following the incredible success of our choir performing at Young Voices earlier this year, we 

were fortunate enough to secure tickets for the West End production of Wicked. What began as 
an exciting opportunity several months ago finally became a reality as a group of Wittersham 
families came together at the Apollo Victoria Theatre to enjoy this spectacular musical. From 

the breathtaking performances to the incredible music and staging, it was truly a magical 
evening. A huge thank you must go to Mrs Catt for organising this wonderful opportunity for 
our families. We hope everyone who attended had a fantastic time and created memories that 

will last for many years to come.

This week also saw our whole-school transition afternoon, where every child had the 
opportunity to spend time with their new classmates and teachers ahead of August. It was 
wonderful to see so much excitement as children began looking ahead to the new academic 

year. We were also delighted to welcome two children who will be joining Team Wittersham in 
August, and we know they will receive a very warm Wittersham welcome.

You should also have now received your child's end-of-year report via Insight. As mentioned in 
previous Dojo messages, reports have been issued electronically and will not be sent home as 
paper copies. Please take the time to access your child's report and save a copy for your own 
records. I hope it provides a wonderful snapshot of everything your child has achieved this 
year and becomes something you can look back on in years to come as a reminder of their 

journey at Wittersham.

As another academic year draws to a close, I want to take this opportunity to thank every 
single member of our school community. To our incredible staff, thank you for your 

unwavering dedication, professionalism and care. You go above and beyond every single day 
to provide the very best opportunities for our children, and I couldn't be prouder to lead such 

an exceptional team.

To our governors, thank you for your continued support, challenge and commitment to 
ensuring Wittersham continues to flourish. To our incredible Wittersham School Association 

(WSA), thank you for the endless time, energy and enthusiasm you have given throughout the 
year. Through the events you've organised and the funds you've raised, you have provided 

countless additional opportunities and experiences for our children, and we are so grateful for 
your unwavering support. To our wonderful volunteers, thank you for giving your time so 

generously to enrich the experiences we provide for our children. Whether you've supported 
reading, accompanied trips, helped with clubs, singing, shovelled sand or the many other 
activities that take place throughout the year, you have all played an invaluable part in 

making Wittersham such a special place. We are incredibly grateful for everything you do. 
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Finally, to you, our families, thank you. Thank you for your continued encouragement, your 
partnership and your trust. Education works best when school and home work together, and 

we are incredibly fortunate to have such a supportive community standing alongside us.

Together, we have celebrated successes, overcome challenges, created lifelong memories and 
watched our children grow into confident, kind and courageous young people. It truly has been 

another remarkable year at Wittersham.

I hope you all enjoy a wonderful summer filled with laughter, adventure, rest and precious 
time with family and friends. To our Year 6 children and families, we wish you every success 
as you begin your next chapter. To everyone returning on Thursday  August 27th, we cannot 

wait to welcome you back for another exciting year of learning, growth and opportunity.

Until then, have a fantastic summer, stay safe, and thank you once again for making 
Wittersham such a very special place to be.

Take care,

Mrs Coulson 
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Attendance and Punctuality

At Wittersham Church of England Primary School, regular attendance and punctuality are vital in 
helping children learn well and feel secure in their daily routines.

Firstly, thank you to families. We have seen a really positive improvement in attendance and 
punctuality across classes this week, with whole school attendance now standing at 93.5% . National 

attendance currently stands at around 94.9% , so we are still slightly below where we would like to be, 
but the improvement we have seen this week is very encouraging. Thank you to everyone for your 

efforts.

A quick reminder that the school gate closes at 8:45am . Children arriving after this time must sign in at 
the office and this is recorded as a late arrival. Persistent lateness impacts your child’s learning and can 

disrupt the start of the day for the whole class.

Please also remember that all messages regarding absence, medical appointments, late arrival or 
early collection must be sent directly to the school office via the office email address . This ensures 

that registers can be updated promptly and collections coordinated safely.

Missing school quickly adds up. Just one day each week across the year equals around 39 days of 
learning lost – nearly eight weeks of school.

If you are experiencing any difficulties with attendance, please do get in touch. Our School Family 
Liaison Officer, Mrs Sterriker-Rhodes, is available to support families and help address any barriers. By 

continuing to work together, we can ensure every child has the best possible start to each school day.

 

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for another wonderful year at Wittersham. Thank You for the 
friendships we've made, the lessons we've learned, the challenges we've 

overcome and the memories we've created together.

We pray especially for our Year 6 children as they begin an exciting new 
chapter. Fill them with courage, kindness and confidence, and help them to 

shine wherever they go.

Keep us all safe over the summer holidays, bless our families with rest and 
happiness, and bring us back together in September ready for another year of 

learning, laughter and growing together.

Amen.

. 

Windmills Smugglers Vikings Oxney Rother 

93.8% 94.6% 93.3% 94.2% 91.5%

Whole school:  
93.5%

Whole School 
Target: 96% 



Upcoming Dates for Your Diary

● Thursday 23rd July - Last Day of Term 6 and the academic year 

● Wednesday 26th August - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Thursday 27th August - First day of Term 1 2026/2027

● Monday 31st August - Bank Holiday

● Wednesday 23rd September - Visions and Values Evening @5pm  (new  
event!)

● Friday 16th October  - Last Day of Term 1 

● Monday 2nd November - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Tuesday 3rd November - Start of Term 2 

● Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 2

📅 Please mark these dates in your calendars. 











🏏 Rye Cricket Club – Get Involved This Summer! 🏏
If your child is interested in giving cricket a go or developing their skills, Rye Cricket Club 

has some fantastic opportunities coming up!

On Wednesday 26th August, the Sussex Cricket Foundation is hosting a fun-filled cricket 
day at the Rye Cricket Salts from 10:00am–3:00pm. It's a great opportunity for young 

people to try cricket, learn new skills and enjoy a day of sporting fun.

To find out more and book a place, please visit:
 https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sussexcricketfoundation/

Looking ahead, the 2027 indoor season begins on Friday 9th October at Rye Leisure 
Centre, with sessions available for all abilities:

🏏 Softball Cricket (4:00pm–5:00pm)
 • 8 fun-filled sessions designed for younger players and beginners

 • £30 for all 8 sessions

🏏 Hardball Cricket (5:00pm–6:00pm)
 • Indoor net sessions for more experienced players

 • £50 for all 8 sessions

For further information or to register your interest, please contact:
 Martin Blincow

 📞 07535 482006
 ✉ blincsfamily@aol.com

Why not give it a go? It promises to be a fantastic way for children to stay active, make 
new friends and enjoy the game of cricket over the coming months.







Back to School with Clarks 👞
As we approach the summer holidays, our friends at Clarks 

Ashford Outlet are getting ready to help families prepare for 
the new school year.

To avoid the busiest times and ensure children get the 
perfect fit, parents are encouraged to book their shoe fitting 

appointments early. Clarks also offer Quiet Time 
appointments for children who may find busier shopping 

environments overwhelming, helping to make the 
experience as calm and comfortable as possible.

Booking early can help take some of the stress out of Back to 
School preparations and ensure your child is ready to step 

into September with confidence!

Thank you to Ricky Bessent and the team at Clarks Ashford 
Outlet for supporting our school community.










