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Welcome to the first Wittersham Weekly of our first full week of the new 
academic year! Despite being back together since the end of August, we have only 

just completed our first full week of the new academic year – and what a busy week 
it has been! 

As ever, it has been another incredibly busy week at Wittersham. Some of our Year 6 
children have been sitting the Kent Test, Forest School and our nurture sessions have 
begun, and across the school the children are really settling back into the routines of 

school life. It already feels as though we have been back much longer than a week!

One of the real highlights was our first whole-school visit to church of the academic 
year. Everybody joined us, including our wonderful new Reception children, who 

were absolutely incredible. Our Year 6 buddies collected them and walked them over 
to church, and they sat beautifully throughout the service. So many of the adults at 

church commented on how wonderfully they behaved. They have settled into 
Wittersham life incredibly well and already feel very much part of our school 

family. We are incredibly proud of them.

Last week also saw our Year 6 pupils putting themselves forward for the important 
roles of Head and Deputy Head Students. We are thrilled to announce that our Head 

Students for this academic year are Orla and Charlotte, with Emily and Olivia taking 
on the roles of Deputy Head Students. Congratulations to all four!

Leadership is such an important part of the Year 6 journey at Wittersham. During 
their final year with us, we want our oldest pupils to develop their confidence, 
independence and sense of responsibility as we begin preparing them for the 

different opportunities and expectations that Key Stage 3 will bring. 

Our pupil leaders are a key part of school life: supporting our younger children, 
representing the school and playing an important role in events including our 

Friday Celebration Worships, Harvest Festival, Christmas celebrations and much 
more. I am really looking forward to working alongside this year's team and know 

that they will make a fantastic contribution to our school.
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Today, we also heard speeches from children hoping to become our new House Captains. 
It was fantastic to see so many children having the courage to nominate themselves and 

stand in front of their peers to explain why they would be right for these important 
roles. More information about our new House Captains will follow very soon!

Last week, I shared our staffing overview to help families see the different members of 
staff working across the school and perhaps identify who they may need to speak to. 

This week, I have decided to introduce our Governing Board.

Our governors play an incredibly important role in the life and strategic leadership of 
Wittersham. They work alongside me and the wider leadership team to support the 

school's development, while also providing appropriate challenge and ensuring that the 
decisions we make are firmly focused on achieving the very best outcomes for our 

children.

Our Chair of Governors, John Collins, has worked alongside Wittersham for many years 
and is a familiar face around school. John meets with me regularly, works directly with 

our Year 5 and 6 pupils to develop their comprehension skills and, importantly, 
provides both support and challenge to me as Headteacher. A strong governing board 

helps to ensure that we are doing what we say we are doing and that we continue to 
reflect, improve and move our school forward.

We are incredibly fortunate to have such a committed Governing Board, and it is a 
privilege to continue developing Wittersham with them by our side. Please do 

familiarise yourselves with the names and roles of our governors in the overview below. 
Just as our partnership with you as parents and carers is so important, our relationship 

with our governors is another essential part of the team around our children.

After a very busy first full week, I hope everyone has a wonderful and restful weekend. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support, and I look forward to seeing 

everyone again next week.

Take care, Mrs Coulson
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Our Governing Board is made up of people with different roles, ensuring a range of voices and 
experience are represented:

● Chair of Governors – leads the Governing Board and works closely with the Headteacher.
● Foundation Governors – support and protect our Church of England vision, values and 

ethos.
● Parent Governors – elected by parents and bring a valuable parent perspective.
● Local Authority Governor – nominated by the Local Authority and brings additional skills 

and experience.
● Staff Governors – bring the perspective and experience of those working within our school.
● Headteacher Governor – provides information about the school’s performance, priorities 

and development.
● Clerk to the Governors – organises meetings, records minutes and supports the Governing 

Board.

Our Full Governing Board meets once each term, 
and meeting minutes are available on our school website.



● Wednesday 23rd September - Visions and Values Evening  

● Friday 16th October  - Last Day of Term 1 

● Monday 2nd November - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Friday 13th November - Children in Need Day - more info to follow. 

● Tuesday 3rd November - Start of Term 2 

● Thursday 10th December  - Christmas Jumper Day 

● Friday 18th December - Whole School Pantomime Trip 

● Friday 18th December - Last Day of Term 2

● Monday 4th January  - Whole School Inset Day - no children in school

● Tuesday 5th  January - Start of Term 3










